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The Lamp on a Stand (Luke 8:16-18; Luke 11:33-36) 

 

Scripture References: 

- Luke 8:16-18 (KJV):   

  "No man, when he hath lighted a candle, covereth it with a vessel, or putteth it under a bed; but 

setteth it on a candlestick, that they which enter in may see the light. For nothing is secret, that 

shall not be made manifest; neither any thing hid, that shall not be known and come abroad. Take 

heed therefore how ye hear: for whosoever hath, to him shall be given; and whosoever hath not, 

from him shall be taken even that which he seemeth to have." 

 

- Luke 11:33-36 (KJV):   

  "No man, when he hath lighted a candle, putteth it in a secret place, neither under a bushel, but on 

a candlestick, that they which come in may see the light. The light of the body is the eye: therefore 

when thine eye is single, thy whole body also is full of light; but when thine eye is evil, thy body also 

is full of darkness. Take heed therefore that the light which is in thee be not darkness. If thy whole 

body therefore be full of light, having no part dark, the whole shall be full of light, as when the bright 

shining of a candle doth give thee light." 

 

Lesson and Explanation: 

The parable of the lamp on a stand is a metaphor for the way the truth of God should be displayed 

in the life of a believer. It illustrates the importance of allowing the light of God's Word to shine 

clearly and openly. The lamp represents the truth and wisdom given by God. Just as a lamp is meant 

to give light and illuminate a room, the truths that God has given are meant to be shared and visible 

to others, not hidden or obscured. 

 



1. The Light Represents Truth and Revelation: 

   - Jesus uses the imagery of a lamp to show that the truths He teaches should not be concealed. 

This principle is underscored in other passages as well: 

     - Matthew 5:14-16 (KJV):   

       "Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hid. Neither do men light a 

candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are in the 

house. Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your 

Father which is in heaven."   

     - Believers are called to live in such a way that the world sees God’s light through them. 

 

2. The Danger of Covering the Light: 

   - Hiding the light under a vessel or a bed symbolizes ignoring or hiding God’s truth, which defeats 

its purpose. This could be due to fear, lack of understanding, or disobedience. In Luke 11:33-36, 

Jesus emphasizes the importance of being full of light and warns against allowing any darkness 

within. If the light within a person is corrupted, their life will reflect darkness rather than light. 

 

3. Nothing Hidden Will Remain Hidden: 

   - In Luke 8:17, Jesus states that "nothing is secret, that shall not be made manifest." This reminds 

believers that God’s truth will ultimately be revealed, and everything hidden will come to light, 

whether good or evil. This concept is also echoed in other scriptures, such as: 

     - Ecclesiastes 12:14 (KJV):   

       "For God shall bring every work into judgment, with every secret thing, whether it be good, or 

whether it be evil." 

   - This truth encourages integrity and transparency in the believer’s walk. 

 

4. Application: Letting the Light Shine: 

   - Believers are called to shine God’s light through their actions, words, and way of life. This 

involves speaking truth, living out the gospel, and not being ashamed of one’s faith. 

Conclusion: 

This parable teach profound truths about the nature of God’s kingdom and the responsibilities of 

His people. The Lamp on a Stand illustrates the necessity of living out and proclaiming God’s truth. 


